Updating an already well-known book, Irwin & Rippe's Procedures, Techniques and Minimally Invasive Monitoring in Intensive Care Medicine (5th ed) aims to comprehensively cover most of the procedures and techniques used in intensive care. Section One consists of 28 chapters covering common intensive care unit procedures such as airway management and temporary pacing, bronchoscopies as well as procedures that are less likely to be performed by an Australasian intensivist such as gastrointestinal endoscopy, therapeutic apheresis and lung biopsy. Section Two covers minimally invasive monitoring including haemodynamics, neurological, echocardiography and respiratory monitoring (using the ventilator).
Unfortunately the attempt to comprehensively cover the procedures in 335 pages has not done the subject matter justice. I found the font small and the text excessive for a book focussing on procedures in which I would have expected more illustrations. An accompanying DVD or a link to a website with videos would help teach these procedures much better than the text-heavy approach adopted. Even where diagrams have been used, I would have hoped that more editorial discretion could have been exercised. For example, the flow diagrams for difficult airway management are in a format that is quite confusing. The airway chapter mentions 'awake fibreoptic techniques' and 'videolaryngoscopes' but not use of the Aintree catheter via a laryngeal mask airway or another supraglottic airway. This approach has resulted in a failure to explain commonly misunderstood areas, such as the sections on pacing threshold versus sensitivity in simple unambiguous terms. It is not the sort of book one would try to read before doing a procedure. In fact, I am unsure at whom the book is aimed. The section on cardiopulmonary resuscitation attempts to cover adult, paediatric and post cardiac surgery resuscitation and incorporates the 2005 American Heart Association guidelines. Echocardiography is covered in 14 pages with an emphasis on the theoretical basis of some common assessments, but lacks detail on the pitfalls of which one must be aware when assessing the images and measurements obtained.
It is my opinion that this book needs to either be focussed on common procedures, or needs to be much larger so as to cover all procedures in a way that is easier to read. In its present form it is best suited for the library rather than the home bookshelf.
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